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and commented upon it. M. du Maine wished to calm
him by praising the Marechal de Villeroy, who was to
assist him in his charge. M. le Due d'Orleans replied
that it would be strange if the chief and most complete
confidence were not placed in the Regent, and stranger
still if he were obliged to live under the protection and
authority of those who had rendered themselves the
absolute masters within and without, and of Paris even,
by the regiment of guards.

The dispute grew warm, broken phrases were thrown
from one to the other, when, troubled about the end
of an altercation which became indecent, and yielding
to the proposal that the Due de la Force had just made
me in front of the Due de la Rochefoucauld, who sat
between us, I made a sign with my hand to M. le Due
d'Orleans to go out and finish this discussion in an-
other room leading out of the grand chamber and
where there was nobody. What led me to this action
was that I perceived M. du Maine grew stronger, that
confused murmurs for a division were heard, and that
M. le Due d'Orleans did not shine to the best ad-
vantage since he descended to plead his cause, so to
speak, against that of the Due du Maine.

M. le Due d'Orleans was short-sighted. He was
entirely absorbed in attacking and repelling; so that
he did not see the sign I made. Some moments after
I increased it, and meeting with no more success, rose,
advanced some steps, and said to him, though rather
distant," Monsieur, if you passed into the fourth cham-
ber with M. du Maine you could speak there more
easily/' and advancing nearer at the same time I
pressed him by a sign of the head and the eyes that